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AN APPEAL

To
The generous persons and devotees of Japan

Sub : Restoration and preservation of art-work of world famous Japanese artist, Kosetsu

Nosu at Mulagandhakuti Vihara, Sarnath, Varanasi, India

Dear Sirs / Madams,

Maha Bodhi Society of India, established in 1891 by Bodhisattva Anagarika Dharmapala, is a
premier International Buddhist organization having a glorious history of 127 years in promotion
and propagation of the Teachings of the Buddha across the globe. Since the time of its Founder,
Maha Bodhi Society of India had developed a cordial relationship with the people of Japan. The
Founder himself made several visits to Japan for preaching Buddhism and to uphold cordial cultural
and religious relationship with various Japanese monasteries and organizations. It was because of
this unique relationship he had with the Japanese people, the world famous Japanese artist, Kosetsu
Nosu, visited the historical Mulagandhakuti Vihara, Sarnath, Varanasi situated at the Holy place
where Buddha delivered His first Sermon to His five disciples 2600 years ago. The great artist along
with his family stayed at Sarnath, Varanasi for about four years from 1932 to 1936 to study and
research on the Life of Buddha and created his great art-work at the temple with a token fee of INR
1 (Indian Rupee one only).

The above art-work of Kosetsu Nosu has been a mark of great attraction for the visitors and
the pilgrims from across the globe since long. Due to passage of time, the art-work developed
various damages. Under the invitation of Maha Bodhi Society of India, a team of professional artists
from Japan visited the Temple for an investigation and submitted their report on 15 January, 2017,
which confirmed that the painting was made by Japanese painting method perfectly. It was
observed by the team that there were “hair-crack” and occurance of peel off was noticed including
discolouration and darkening. It is, therefore, high time that urgent steps should be taken for
restoration and preservation of the great art-work of Kosetsu Nosu, maintaining its originality,
which can be ensured only by the expert professional artists of Japan.

The Society, therefore, earnestly appeal to the people / devotees and organizations of Japan
to extend their support and benevolence to engage renowned Japanese artists for the restoration
and preservation of the great art-work of Kosetsu Nosu at Mulaganahdkuti Vihara, Sarath, Varanasi.

Bhavatu Sabba Mangalam,
//’4
Youts in the/Dhamma,

( Ven. P. Seewalee Thero )
General Secretary,
Maha Bodhi Society of India

Headquarters : MAHA BODHI SOCIETY OF INDIA
Sri Dharmarajika Chetiya Vihara, 4A, Bankim Chatterjee Street, Kolkata - 700 073
Reception: +91-33 2241-5214, Office: +91-33- 2219-9294 (Direct 10 am to 5pm) — : mbsihg@gmail.com
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